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Massive Fire in Morni Forest

Why in News?
Recently, Morni Hills, the solitary hill station in 

Haryana, faced a significant forest fire due to temperatures 
exceeding 46°C. 

Key Points
	¾ The extreme heat and arid conditions fed the fire, 

causing it to rapidly spread through a vast area of the 
hills, consuming shrubs, bushes, and trees in its wake. 

	¾ Morni Hills located in the lower part of the Shivalik 
range, this area stands at an altitude of 3,600 feet 
above sea level, boasting a diverse variety of plants 
and animals. 
	� Various hills and ranges can be found in different 

parts of Haryana. 
	� The Shivalik Range is situated in the north of 

Haryana, the Aravalli Range stretches from the 
southwest through Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
and Delhi. 

	� Morni Hills are situated in the Panchkula district, 
being the sole hill station in Haryana, while Dhosi 
Hills in the Mahendragarh district are known for 
being an extinct volcano.

The Aravalli Range

	¾ The Aravallis are one of the oldest fold residual 
mountains of the world composed primarily of 
folded rock strata. This formation resulted from the 
convergence of tectonic plates during the Proterozoic 
Era (2500-541 million years ago).

	¾ The Forest Survey of India (FSI) report, defined 
the Aravallis to include the hills and a uniform 
100-meter-wide buffer zone around the downsides 
of the hills.

	¾ They have an elevation of 300m to 900m. The 
mountains are divided into two main ranges – the 
Sambhar Sirohi Range and the Sambhar Khetri 
Range in Rajasthan.

	¾ Guru Shikhar Peak on Mount Abu is the highest 
peak in the Aravalli Range (1,722 m).

	¾ Major tribal communities include the Bhil, Bhil-
Meena, Meena, Garasia, and others.

	¾ The Supreme Court in 2009 ordered a complete 
ban on mining in the Aravalli hills of Faridabad, 
Gurgaon, and Nuh districts of Haryana.

Socio-economic Criteria in 
Govt Jobs is Unconstitutional

Why in News?

Recently, the Punjab and Haryana High Court declared 
the socioeconomic criteria set by the Haryana government 
for granting additional marks to certain classes of 
candidates in state government jobs as unconstitutional 
and set it aside.

	¾ The court ruled that this criteria violated Articles 14, 
15, and 16 of the Indian Constitution.

Key Points

	¾ The Haryana government had introduced the socio-
economic criteria to provide additional marks to 
certain classes of candidates, including those without 
family members in government jobs, state-domiciled 
candidates, and those with family incomes not 
exceeding Rs 1.80 lakh per annum.

	¾ Petitioners argued that:

	� The criteria further discriminates based on domicile 
and descent, which are prohibited markers under 
Article 162 of the Constitution.

	� The petitioner argues that there is no rationale for 
granting additional marks to a certain class when 
reservations for EWS, Scheduled Castes (SC), and 
Backward Classes (BC) are already provided for.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/forest-fires-9
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/forest-fires-9
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/forest-fires-9
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indian-himalayan-region-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indian-himalayan-region-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-editorials/aravallis-a-mountain-lost
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/fundamental-rights-part-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/fundamental-rights-part-1
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	¾ Article 14: No person shall be 

denied treatment of equality 
before the law or the equal 
protection of the laws within the 
territory of India.

	¾ Article 15: No citizen shall be 
discriminated on grounds only of 
religion, race, caste, sex or place 
of birth.

	¾ Article 16: Provides for equality 
of opportunity for all citizens 
in matters of employment or 
appointment to any public office.

Rs 10,000 Crore 
Project to Combat 
Air Pollution in 
Haryana 
Why in News? 

Haryana Chief Secretary reveals that 
the state government will soon roll out 
a Rs 10,000-crore project funded by the 
World Bank to address air pollution.    

Key Points
	¾ The project will be implemented in 

phases. The initial phase focuses on 
districts falling within the National 
Capital Region (NCR), with later 
replication across the entire state.

	¾ Enhancements to Haryana’s air 
quality monitoring infrastructure 
are part of the project. This 
includes establishing a cutting-
edge laboratory and modernizing 
existing ones.
	� A  d e d i c a t e d  p r o g r a m 

management unit will oversee 
project implementation.

	¾ Training programs for stakeholders 
engaged in air quality management 
are included.

	¾ The project targets transportation, industry, construction, road dust, 
biomass burning, and household pollution. 
	� It aims to promote cleaner vehicles, incentivize electric vehicle 

adoption, and phase out older, polluting vehicles.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-bank-30
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-bank-30
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/air-pollution-26
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/electric-vehicles-the-advantages-and-challenges
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World Bank
	¾ About:

	� It was created in 1944, as the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) 
along with the IMF. The IBRD later became the 
World Bank.

	� The World Bank Group is a unique global 
partnership of five institutions working for 
sustainable solutions that reduce poverty and 
build shared prosperity in developing countries.

	� The World Bank is one of the United Nations’ 
specialized agencies.

	¾ Members:
	� It has 189 member countries.
	� India is also a member country.    

Haryana Government 
Denies Allegation 
of Less Water Supply
Why in News? 

Recently, the Chief Minister of Haryana dismissed 
the Delhi government’s accusation that Haryana was not 
providing Delhi with its allocated share of water.    
	¾ The Haryana government has supplied water to Delhi 

beyond the agreed-upon quantity.     

Key Points
	¾ Delhi is currently facing an acute water shortage, 

and the Delhi government has blamed Haryana for 
not releasing the required quantity of water from 
the Yamuna.     
	� The water dispute between Haryana and Delhi 

highlights the challenges of resource allocation 
and management in the region. 

Yamuna River
	¾ About: 

	� The Yamuna River is one of the major tributaries 
of the Ganges in Northern India.

	� It forms an integral part of the Yamuna-Ganga 
Plain, one of the world’s most extensive alluvial 
plains.

	¾ Source: 
	� It has its source in the Yamunotri Glacier at an 

elevation of 6,387 meters on the southwestern 
sides of Banderpooch crests in the lower 
Himalayan ranges.

	¾ Basin: 
	� It meets the Ganges at the Sangam (where 

Kumbh mela is held) in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh 
after flowing through Uttarakhand, Himachal 
Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi.

	¾ Important Dam: Lakhwar-Vyasi Dam (Uttarakhand), 
Tajewala Barrage Dam (Haryana) etc.

	¾ Important Tributaries: Chambal, Sindh, Betwa 
and Ken.

GST Bhawan in Haryana

Why in News?
Recently, the Chairman of the Central Board of 

Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), inaugurated the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) Bhawan, an official complex 
of Central Goods & Services Tax (CGST) at Rohtak, Haryana.

Key Points
	¾ Located at one of the most preferred locations in 

Rohtak, the project sits at the hub of connectivity to 
major districts of Haryana and has easy and quick 
access to facilitate GST Taxpayers. 

	� The inauguration of project in Amrit Kaal showcases 
the strength of New India.

	¾ CBIC is a part of the Department of Revenue under 
the Ministry of Finance.

	� The Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC) 
was renamed as the CBIC in 2018 after the roll 
out of the GST.

	� It deals with the tasks of formulation of policy 
concerning levy and collection of Customs, Central 
Excise duties, Central Goods & Services Tax and 
IGST, prevention of smuggling and administration 
of matters relating to Customs, Central Excise, 
Central Goods & Services Tax (CGST), Integrated GST 
and Narcotics to the extent under CBIC’s purview.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/indian-himalayan-region-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/indian-himalayan-region-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/indian-himalayan-region-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cbic-releases-national-time-release-study-ntrs-2023-report
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cbic-releases-national-time-release-study-ntrs-2023-report
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/goods-and-services-tax-gst-1
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Goods & Services Tax (GST)
	¾ About: ST is a value-added tax system that is levied 

on the supply of goods and services in India.
	� It is a comprehensive indirect tax that was 

introduced in India on 1st July 2017, through the 
101st Constitution Amendment Act, 2016, with 
the slogan of ‘One Nation One Tax’.

	¾ GST Council: It is a constitutional body responsible 
for making recommendations on issues related to 
the implementation of the GST in India.
	� As per Article 279A (1) of the amended 

Constitution, the GST Council was constituted 
by the President.

	¾ CGST: Under GST, CGST is a tax levied on intrastate 
supplies of both goods and services by the Central 
Government and collected by the Central Government 
and contributes to its funds. 

	¾ IGST: It is a tax levied on all interstate supplies of 
goods and/or services or across two or more states/
Union Territories.

	¾ SGST: An equivalent amount of SGST is a tax levied 
on intrastate supplies of both goods and services by 
the particular state government where the product 
sold is consumed.

Haryana CM 
Administered Oath
Why in News?

Recently, Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini 
was administered the oath of legislator by the Assembly 
Speaker Gian Chand Gupta.

Key Points
	¾ The CM contested the by-election for the Karnal 

assembly seat after he replaced the previous Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar.

	� Polling for the state’s 10 Lok Sabha seats and the 
Karnal assembly constituency was held in the sixth 
phase of the general election on 25th May 2024 
and the results were declared on 4th June 2024.

By-elections (Bypolls)
	¾ About:

	� By-elections are also known as bypolls or special 
elections, which refer to elections held to fill 
vacant seats in the legislative bodies of India.

	� It serves as a vital component within the broader 
electoral cycle and complements regular elections 
by addressing unforeseen vacancies.

https://www.drishtiias.com/pdf/1687140114.pdf
https://www.drishtiias.com/pdf/1687140114.pdf
https://www.drishtiias.com/pdf/1687140114.pdf
https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/indian-presidential-election
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/bypolls-in-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/first-general-election-1951-52
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	¾ Purpose:
	� The primary objective of bypolls is to ensure 

the timely filing of vacant seats, enabling the 
representation of the affected constituency or 
district in the legislative body.

	¾ Occurrence:
	� Bypolls are conducted when a seat in the 

legislature becomes vacant due to reasons such 
as the death, resignation, disqualification, or 
expulsion of a sitting member.

	¾ Timeframe:
	� Section 151A of the Representation of the People 

Act, 1951 mandates the Election Commission 
to fill the casual vacancies in the Houses of 
Parliament and State Legislatures through bye 
elections within six months from the date of 
occurrence of the vacancy, provided that the 
remainder of the term of a member in relation 
to a vacancy is one year or more.
	z Hence, there is no need to hold bye elections 

if the remaining term of the Lok Sabha is less 
than one year from the date of occurrence 
of vacancies.

Haryana Government 
Removes Age Retention 
on Scheme
Why in News?

Recently, the Haryana government lifted the age limit 
cap on a scheme aimed at providing financial assistance 
to farmers and farm labourers in the event of death or 
disability while operating agricultural machinery.

Key Points
	¾ The government has decided to eliminate the age 

restriction under the ‘Mukhyamantri Kisan Evam 
Khetihar Mazdoor Jeevan Suraksha Yojana’ for farmers, 
agricultural labourers, and market yard labourers.

	¾ Under this scheme, financial assistance ranging 
from Rs 37,500 to Rs 5 lakh is provided to farmers, 
agriculture labourers, and market yard labourers.
	� Previously, the scheme stipulated that the age of 

the beneficiary should be between 10 and 65 years.

	¾ Now, children younger than 10 years and persons 
older than 65 years will also be eligible for benefits 
under the scheme.

Recruitment in Haryana 
to be Initiated Soon

Why in News?
Recently, Haryana Chief Minister announced that the 

government will soon initiate the recruitment process 
to fill 50,000 vacant posts in the state.

Key Points
	¾ This will be done as part of the government’s ongoing 

efforts to provide employment opportunities and 
support the aspirations of the youth.
	� He stressed on the continuation of the “transparent” 

recruitment system for government jobs.
	¾ He asserted that the state government is committed 

to safeguarding the interests of candidates and soon 
present this matter to the Supreme Court and strongly 
advocate for it to ensure justice for the youth.
	� On May 31, 2024, the Haryana High Court ruled 

that the socioeconomic criteria established by 
the Haryana government for awarding additional 
marks to certain classes of candidates in state 
government jobs were unconstitutional.

Demand for Restoration 
of Old Pension Scheme

Why in News?
Recently, during a gathering of the Pension Bahali 

Sangarsh Samiti in Kaithal, it was decided to hold a large 
demonstration in Panchkula on 1st September 2024 to 
demand for the restoration of the Old Pension Scheme 
(OPS).

Key Points
	¾ Before the rally, the association has decided to hold 

“OPS sankalp sammelan and aakrosh march” in 
every district of the state, starting from 1st July 2024.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/representation-of-people-s-act-part-i
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/representation-of-people-s-act-part-i
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/schemes-for-farmers-welfare#:~:text=The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman,as well as domestic needs.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/schemes-for-farmers-welfare#:~:text=The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman,as well as domestic needs.
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/images/dlp-demo/upsc/prelims/gs-pack-1/Indian-Polity-I.pdf
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/old-pension-scheme-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/old-pension-scheme-2
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	¾ Old Pension Scheme:
	� The scheme guarantees a lifelong income after 

retirement.
	� Under the old scheme, employees get a pension 

under a predetermined formula which is equivalent 
to 50% of the last drawn salary. They also get the 
benefit of the revision of Dearness Relief (DR), 
twice a year. The payout is fixed and there was 
no deduction from the salary. Moreover, under 
the OPS, there was the provision of the General 
Provident Fund (GPF).
	z GPF is available only for all the government 

employees in India. Basically, it allows all the 
government employees to contribute a certain 
percentage of their salary to the GPF and the 
total amount that is accumulated throughout 
the employment term is paid to the employee 
at the time of retirement.

	� The Government bears the expenditure incurred 
on the pension. The scheme was discontinued 
in 2004.

Samadhan Prakoshth
Why in News?

The Haryana Government has set up “Samadhan 
Prakoshth” in the Chief Secretary’s Office to handle public 
grievances. 
	¾ This initiative will include ‘Samadhan Shivir’ sessions 

at district and sub-divisional headquarters every 
working day, with the goal of resolving public issues 
effectively.

Key Points
	¾ Public grievances are divided into policy issues and 

implementation bottlenecks.
	� Policy-related issues will be handled at the 

state headquarters level by the ‘Prakoshth’ in 
coordination with Administrative Secretaries. 

	� Implementation bottlenecks will be resolved 
through the ‘Samadhan Shivir’ at the district level.

	¾ Key district officials, including the Deputy Commissioner, 
Superintendent of Police, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, District Municipal Commissioner, Sub 

Divisional Officers, and other relevant officers, will 
meet daily in the Deputy Commissioner’s and SDO 
(Civil) offices to resolve public grievances. 

	¾ Haryana’s scheme related to public grievances:
	� CM Window – Public Grievances Redressal and 

Monitoring System.
	z It is a grievances redressal and monitoring 

system implemented since 25 December 2014 
in all districts and all departments of Haryana 
as Flagship programme of the State. 

	z These grievances are registered at the CM 
Window counters online and the citizens get 
the SMS on his/her mobile phone with the 
grievance registration number. 

	z This number is used by the complainant for 
tracking of grievance redressal online. CM 
Window is implemented at all Districts at 
e-Disha Kendras & Sub-Division Offices to get 
the grievances from common citizens.

Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana (PMAY)
Why in News?

The two-time CM of Haryana Manohar Lal Khattar 
was allocated the Ministry of Power and Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) in the Prime 
Minister’s cabinet.
	¾ During the cabinet meeting the govt announced 30 

million homes under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
(PMAY).

Key Points
	¾ PMAY launched in 2015, provides assistance to eligible 

rural and urban households for the construction of 
houses with basic amenities.
	� Under this, a total of 42.1 million houses have been 

completed for eligible poor families under the 
housing schemes in the past 10 years, according 
to government data.

	¾ The power ministry also faces the challenge of 
maintaining power generation capacity, largely 
dependent on coal, and balancing it against the global 
demand to dial down fossil fuels.

https://www.drishtiias.com/state-pcs-current-affairs/clarity-on-the-old-pension-scheme#:~:text=GPF is available only for,at the time of retirement.
https://www.drishtiias.com/state-pcs-current-affairs/clarity-on-the-old-pension-scheme#:~:text=GPF is available only for,at the time of retirement.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/centralized-public-grievances-redress-and-monitoring-system-cpgrams
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/centralized-public-grievances-redress-and-monitoring-system-cpgrams
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/pradhan-mantri-awas-yojana-4
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/pradhan-mantri-awas-yojana-4
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/coal-logistics-plan-and-policy#:~:text=Significance of Coal for India,are mostly powered by coal.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/coal-logistics-plan-and-policy#:~:text=Significance of Coal for India,are mostly powered by coal.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/risk-of-moving-from-fossils-to-clean-energy
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Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin 
(PMAY-G) Scheme

	¾ Launch: To achieve the objective of “Housing for 
All” by 2022, the erstwhile rural housing scheme 
Indira Awaas Yojana (IAY) was restructured to 
Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) 
w.e.f 1st April, 2016.

	¾ Ministry Involved: Ministry of Rural development.
	¾ Aim: To provide a pucca house with basic amenities 

to all rural families, who are homeless or living in 
kutcha or dilapidated houses by the end of March 
2022.
	� To help rural people Below the Poverty Line 

(BPL) in construction of dwelling units and 
upgradation of existing unserviceable kutcha 
houses by providing assistance in the form of 
a full grant.

Delhi-Haryana Water Crisis
Why in News?

Recently, the Delhi Water Minister visited the 
Wazirabad barrage and appealed to the Haryana 
government to release water in the Yamuna river.

Key Points
	¾ The Wazirabad barrage gets water from Haryana which 

goes to the water treatment plants of Chandrawal, 
Okhla and Wazirabad.

	¾ The water dispute between Haryana and Delhi 
highlights the challenges of resource allocation and 
management in the region.

Yamuna River
	¾ About: 

	� The Yamuna River is one of the major tributaries 
of the Ganges in Northern India.

	� It forms an integral part of the Yamuna-Ganga 
Plain, one of the world’s most extensive alluvial 
plains.

	¾ Source: 
	� It has its source in the Yamunotri Glacier at an 

elevation of 6,387 meters on the southwestern 
sides of Banderpooch crests in the lower 
Himalayan ranges.

	¾ Basin: 
	� It meets the Ganges at the Sangam (where 

Kumbh mela is held) in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh 
after flowing through Uttarakhand, Himachal 
Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi.

	¾ Important Dam: Lakhwar-Vyasi Dam (Uttarakhand), 
Tajewala Barrage Dam (Haryana) etc.

	¾ Important Tributaries: Chambal, Sindh, Betwa 
and Ken.

	¾ Government Initiatives Related to Yamuna River:
	� Yamuna Action Plan
	� Delhi Government’s Six-Point Action Plan to 

Clean Yamuna by February 2025.

Samarth Vriddh 
SEWA Ashram
Why in News?

Under the Samarth Vriddh SEWA Ashram Scheme 
2024, the district administration is preparing to establish 
an old-age home in Gurgaon.

Key Points
	¾ This initiative marks the inauguration of the first 

government-operated old-age home, and proposals are 
being welcomed from Non-governmental Organizations 
(NGOs), trusts, societies, and corporations as part of 
their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) efforts.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rising-water-levels-in-the-yamuna-river
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rising-water-levels-in-the-yamuna-river
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rising-water-levels-in-the-yamuna-river
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rising-water-levels-in-the-yamuna-river
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rising-water-levels-in-the-yamuna-river
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/indian-himalayan-region-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/indian-himalayan-region-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/state-pcs-current-affairs/vyasi-hydroelectric-project
https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/two-people-drowned-in-the-tons-river
https://www.drishtiias.com/state-pcs-current-affairs/chambal-river-3#:~:text=It enters UP and flows,Banas%2C Kali Sindh%2C Parbati.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indus-waters-treaty-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ken-betwa-river-link-project
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ken-betwa-river-link-project
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/supreme-court-s-view-on-pollution-in-yamuna
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/non-governmental-organizations-ngos
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/non-governmental-organizations-ngos
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/csr-guidelines-for-empowering-ports#:~:text=The concept of CSR is,Ethical Responsibility
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	¾ The initiative aims to provide a comfortable and safe 
environment for the elderly who require assistance 
and care. 

	¾ The old-age home will offer various facilities and 
services to ensure the well-being of its residents, 
such as nutritious meals, medical care, recreational 
activities, and social interaction opportunities.

	¾ To access the scheme’s benefits, individuals must 
possess the Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP). 

	¾ The scheme categorizes beneficiaries into two groups: 
one includes those earning less than Rs 2 lakh per 
year, while the other comprises individuals earning 
over Rs 2 lakh annually but facing abandonment or 
lack of care. 
	� Those falling under the first category will receive 

complimentary accommodation, while those 
earning above Rs 2 lakh will be enrolled in the 
‘Pay and stay’ program, with fees determined by 
local authorities.

Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) Scheme
	¾ The PPP scheme was formally launched in July 2019 to 

achieve Haryana government’s vision for ‘paperless’ 
and ‘faceless’ delivery of schemes, services and 
benefits offered by the state government.
	� Under this, each family is considered a single 

unit and gets an 8-digit unique identification 
number, called family ID.

	� Family IDs are also linked to independent schemes 
like scholarships, subsidies and pensions, so as 
to ensure consistency and reliability.

	� It also enables automatic selection of beneficiaries 
of various schemes, subsidies and pensions.

	¾ The primary objective of Parivar Pehchan Patra 
(PPP) is to create authentic, verified and reliable 
data of all families in Haryana.

Samarth Vriddh SEWA Ashram Scheme, 2024
	¾ This scheme was launched in 2024, by the Haryana 

government.
	¾ The main objective of the Scheme is to improve the 

quality of life of Senior Citizens who are residents 
of the State by providing the following amenities:
	� To provide a secure and comfortable living space 

for the senior citizens, ensuring their physical 
and emotional well-being.

	� To promote a sense of independence and 
autonomy by assisting with daily activities such as 
bathing, grooming, and medication management.

	� To provide medical care and nursing support 
for those with chronic illnesses or disabilities.

	� To offer recreational activities, social events, 
and companionship to prevent social isolation 
and promote mental health.

	� To help the senior citizens learn new skills and 
guide them towards success in their fields of 
endeavour, instilling a sense of self-confidence 
and self-reliance.

Increase in Income 
Limit of OBC

Why in News?
Recently, Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini 

announced an increase in annual income limit for creamy 
layer of Other Backward Classes (OBC) from ₹6 lakh to 
₹8 lakh.

Key Points
	¾ The primary goal is to safeguard the welfare of the 

OBC community in Haryana and provide substantial 
benefits to the youth in government jobs.

	¾ The chief minister stated that the reservation quota for 
backward classes in Group-A and Group-B positions, 
presently at 15%, will be raised to 27%, aligning with 
the policy of the Central government.

Reservation in India
	¾ In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 

340 of the Constitution, the President appointed 
a backward class commission in December 1978 
under the chairmanship of B. P. Mandal.

	¾ The commission was formed to determine the criteria 
for defining India’s “socially and educationally 
backward classes” and to recommend steps to be 
taken for the advancement of those classes.

	¾ The Mandal Commission concluded that India’s 
population consisted of approximately 52 percent 
OBCs, therefore 27% government jobs should be 
reserved for them.
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	¾ The commission has developed eleven indicators 
of social, educational, and economic backwardness.

	¾ Apart from identifying backward classes among 
Hindus, the Commission has also identified backward 
classes among non-Hindus (e.g., Muslims, Sikhs, 
Christians, and Buddhists.

	¾ It has generated an all-India other backward classes 
(OBC) list of 3,743 castes and a more underprivileged 
“depressed backward classes” list of 2,108 castes.

Gohana: 23rd 
District of Haryana
Why in News?

Addressing a gathering in Gohana on the occasion 
of 626th birth anniversary of saint Kabir Das, the Haryana 
chief minister Nayab Singh Saini announced that Gohana 
in Sonepat is set to be announced as the 23rd district of 
Haryana.

Key Points
	¾ A committee has been formed to form new districts 

in the state and it will submit its report within three 
months. After which Gohana will be declared as a 
new district of the state.

	¾ During the gathering the chief minister announced: 
	� The construction of a chowk named after Saint 

Kabir in Gohana.
	� Allocation of ₹31 lakh to Gohana Dhanak shiksha 

sabha for the construction of a library and langar 
hall.

	� Immediate initiation of the construction of a 
bypass on the Rohtak-Jind road as soon as the 
required land is available.

	� Completion of the backlog in government jobs.
	¾ The CM also informed that the Haryana Antyodaya 

Parivar Parivahan Yojana (HAPPY) has been introduced, 
which offers free travel up to 1000 km annually in 
Haryana State Transport buses to 84 lakh individuals 
from 23 lakh families with incomes below ₹1 lakh.
	� Under the Chirayu yojana, the government is 

providing free medical treatment up to ₹5 lakh 
per year to economically disadvantaged individuals 
at government and private hospitals.

	� The state government has also initiated the 
Mahapurush Samman Prachar Prasar Yojana 
to promote the teachings of great personalities 
among the masses.

Sant Kabir Das 
	¾ He was born in the city of Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. 

He was a 15th century mystic poet, saint and social 
reformer and a proponent of the Bhakti Movement.
	� Kabir’s legacy is still going on through a sect 

known as Panth of Kabir, a religious community 
that considers him as the founder.

	¾ His early life was in a Muslim family, but he was 
strongly influenced by his teacher, the Hindu bhakti 
leader Ramananda.

	¾ Kabir Das’ writings had a great influence on the 
Bhakti movement and includes titles like Kabir 
Granthawali, Anurag Sagar, Bijak, and Sakhi Granth.
	� His verses are found in Sikhism’s scripture Guru 

Granth Sahib.
	� The major part of his work was collected by the 

fifth Sikh guru, Guru Arjan Dev.
	� He was best known for his two-line couplets, 

known as ‘Kabir Ke Dohe’.
	¾ Kabir’s works were written in the Hindi language 

which was easy to comprehend. He used to write 
in couplets to enlighten people.

Mukhya Mantri 
Tirth Yatra Scheme
Why in News?

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini announced 
that the Haryana government is facilitating pilgrims to 
visit Ayodhya and other sacred sites through the Mukhya 
Mantri Tirth Yatra scheme.

Key Points
	¾ Under the scheme, members of families with annual 

income less than ₹1.80 lakh who are more than 60 
years of age are taken for pilgrimages to Ayodhya, 
Varanasi, and other holy sites.

	¾ According to the CM, the state government has taken 
several steps to boost religious tourism in the State.
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	� Kurukshetra is becoming a center for religious 
tourism, attracting visitors from across the country 
and internationally. 

	� There are endeavors to explore the tourism 
opportunities in other locations as well.

Varanasi
	¾ Varanasi is in southeastern Uttar Pradesh state. It is 

located on the left bank of the Ganges (Ganga) River 
and is one of the seven sacred cities of Hinduism.

	¾ It is one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in 
the world. Its early history is that of the first Aryan 
settlement in the middle Ganges valley.
	� Varanasi was the capital of the kingdom of Kashi 

during the time of the Buddha (6th century BCE), 
who gave his first sermon nearby at Sarnath.

	� The city remained a centre of religious, 
educational, and artistic activities as attested 
by the celebrated Chinese Buddhist pilgrim 
Xuanzang, who visited it in about 635 CE.

	¾ Varanasi subsequently declined during three 
centuries of Muslim occupation, beginning in 1194.

	¾ Varanasi became an independent kingdom in the 
18th century, and under subsequent British rule it 
remained a commercial and religious centre.
	� In 1910, the British made Varanasi a new Indian 

state, with Ramnagar (on the opposite bank) as 
headquarters but with no jurisdiction over the 
city of Varanasi.

	¾ In 1947, after Indian independence, the Varanasi 
state became part of the state of Uttar Pradesh.

SC Upholds HC Order 
to Grant Extra Marks 
to State Domiciles
Why in News?

Recently, The Supreme Court upheld the high court 
ruling to cancel the Haryana government’s decision to 
award 5% extra marks to state residents for specific job 
recruitments based on “socio-economic” factors, deeming 
it an unjustified action.

Key Points
	¾ The Haryana Staff Selection Commission’s plea to 

challenge a Punjab and Haryana High Court decision 

overturning a state notification providing extra marks 
to Haryana residents during the Common Entrance 
Test of 2023 (CET 2023) has been denied by a bench. 
The court ordered for new exams to be carried out.

	¾ Under this “socio-economic” criteria, the Haryana 
government provided extra importance to residents 
of Haryana on fulfillment of certain conditions.
	� These conditions included having no family 

members as permanent government employees 
and a total annual family income from all sources 
below Rs 1.8 lakh.

Domicile Reservation
	¾ On one hand the Art 16(2) of the Constitution 

says, “No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, 
race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth, residence 
or any of them, be ineligible for, or discriminated 
against in respect of, any employment or office 
under the State.”
	� On the other hand the clause 4 of the same 

article says that nothing in this article shall 
prevent the State from making any provision 
for the reservation of appointments or posts in 
favour of any backward class of citizens which, 
in the opinion of the State, is not adequately 
represented in the services under the State.

	� But these provisions are applicable in government 
jobs.

	¾ Art 19(1)(g) provides all citizens the right to practice 
any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade 
or business.
	� Thus imposing such limitations by State 

Governments infringe upon an individual’s 
constitutional right to engage in their chosen 
profession, trade, or business, as stated in 
Article 19(1)(g).

	¾ Furthermore, the High Court in its decision stated 
that “The concept of constitutional morality has 
been openly violated by introducing a secondary 
status to a set of citizens not belonging to the state 
of Haryana and curtailing their fundamental rights 
to earn their livelihood.”
	� The Andhra Pradesh High Court observed that 

the Andhra Pradesh’s Bill for providing reservation 
on the basis of domicile, passed in 2019, “may 
be unconstitutional”, but it is yet to hear the 
case on merits.
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Swatantrata Sainik Samman Yojana (SSSY)
	¾ The scheme provides for a monthly Samman Pension 

to freedom fighters, as a token of respect for their 
contribution in the national freedom struggle.

	¾ On their demise, pension is provided to their eligible 
dependents viz. spouses and thereafter, unmarried 
and unemployed daughters and dependent parents, 
as per prescribed eligibility norms and procedure.

	¾ It is implemented by the Ministry of Home Affairs 
(Freedom Fighters Division).

	¾ There are 23,566 beneficiaries across the country 
covered under this scheme.

Awareness Programs 
on New Criminal Laws
Why in News?

Recently, Haryana Chief Secretary announced that 
awareness campaigns are scheduled to take place in all 
378 police stations and prisons in the state on 1st July, 
2024. 
	¾ These programs intend to inform the public about the 

three new Criminal Laws: Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
2023, Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita 2023, and 
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam 2023.

Key Points
	¾ The Chief Secretary emphasized the measures taken 

for the successful implementation of these laws. 
	� Around 40,000 police personnel, including 

Investigating Officers (IOs), have undergone training 
at various State training centers. 

	� 300 Judicial Officers from Haryana have been 
trained on the updated Criminal Laws at the 
Chandigarh Judicial Academy. 

	� An online training initiative was conducted for 
IAS and HCS Officers by the Haryana Institute of 
Public Administration (HIPA), Gurugram, with the 
purpose of acquainting officers with the details of 
the new legislation.

	¾ Every prison in the state is furnished with sufficient 
technological tools, including approximately 300 
computers. 

Pension Hike for Freedom 
Fighters, Emergency Sufferers 
& Matribhasha Satyagrahis

Why in News?

Recently, Haryana Chief Minister announced a 
significant increase in the monthly pension for freedom 
fighters, their dependents, Emergency “sufferers”, and 
Matribhasha Satyagrahis.

	¾ The new pension rates will be applicable with effect 
from 1st July, 2024.

Key Points

	¾ The pension of freedom fighters and their dependents 
has been increased from Rs 25,000 to Rs 40,000.

	¾ The pension of Emergency “sufferers” and the 
Matribhasha Satyagrahis has been increased to Rs 
20,000.

	¾ The chief minister honored the freedom fighters for 
their countless sacrifices for the country’s freedom, 
and also paid tribute to the ‘satyagrahis’ who fought 
during the Emergency to uphold the spirit of the 
Constitution and restore democracy.

Matribhasha Satyagrahis
	¾ In 1957, a number of people from Hindi-speaking 

parts of erstwhile Punjab launched a crusade for 
the honour, promotion and implementation of their 
mother tongue. They are known as ‘Matribhasha 
Satyagrahis’.

National Emergency
	¾ The national emergency was set in motion under 

Article 352 on June 25, 1975 on the grounds of 
‘internal disturbance’ and was in place for 21 
months till its withdrawal on March 21, 1977. Threat 
to national security and bad economic conditions 
were cited as reasons for the declaration. 
	� The order gave the central government the 

authority to rule by decree wherein civil liberties 
were curbed. 

	� An external Emergency was already in place at 
the time of proclamation of national emergency.
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	� To facilitate virtual court hearings, 149 video conferencing setups have been put in place in jails and court 
buildings, and an additional 178 systems will be acquired. 

	� All Jail Superintendents in the State have been directed to initiate a targeted awareness campaign for inmates, 
their families, visitors, and prison personnel on the new Criminal Laws. 

	� Handy booklets illustrating the latest sections and procedures under these laws have been produced for 
distribution among employees in the field.
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Haryana CM Distributes 
Plot Allotment Letters

Why in News?
Recently, Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini 

distributed plot allotment certificates to beneficiaries 
of the State Housing Scheme.

Key Points
	¾ The Haryana government launched the Mukhyamantri 

Shehri Awas Yojana to fulfill the housing aspirations 
of poor families in alignment with the Prime Minister’s 
vision to provide housing for every impoverished 
individual.

	� Under the state scheme, 15,250 beneficiaries were 
given land plot allotment certificates.

	� At the event held at Maharshi Dayanand University 
in Rohtak, the chief minister handed out plot 
allotment letters to the beneficiaries.

	� Similar programmes to distribute allotment letters 
were also held simultaneously at four other places 
-Yamunanagar, Palwal , Sirsa , and Mahendragarh.

	¾ The state government had also recently distributed 
cards to families having an income of less than Rs 1 
lakh annually under the Haryana Antyodaya Parivar 
Parivahan Yojana.

Haryana Mukhyamantri Shahri Awas Yojana
	¾ Launched in 2023, the main objective of this scheme 

is to provide houses at affordable rates to the 
weaker and low-income group families of the state.

	¾ Under the scheme, plots will be allotted to those 
who do not have land to build a house. 
	� This will lead to social and economic development 

of the poor families of the state and will give 
them a chance to live a safe and stable life.

	¾ Around 23 lakh families, consisting of approximately 
84 lakh members, are benefiting from a scheme that 
provides 1,000 kilometers of free bus travel within a 
year in state transport.

Landfill Waste Polluting 
Waterbodies in Aravalis
Why in News?

Garbage is being illegally dumped at waterbodies in 
Aravalis. The Aravali land is protected under Section 4 
of the Punjab Land Preservation Act (PLPA) 1900, which 
makes the forest department’s approval mandatory to 
carry out any non-forest activities.

Key Points
	¾ Waterbodies in the Aravalis served as a source of 

water for the local wildlife, and are now being polluted 
and filled with spillover garbage and leachate from 
the landfill.

	¾ It is crucial for the authorities to prioritise the 
protection of the Aravali ecosystem and take stringent 
action against those violating environmental laws. 

Section 4 of the Punjab Land Preservation 
Act (PLPA), 1900

	¾ Special orders under Section 4 of PLPA, 1900 are 
the restrictive provisions issued by the state 
government to prevent deforestation of a specified 
area that could lead to soil erosion.

	¾ When the state government is satisfied that 
deforestation of a forest area forming part of a 
larger area is likely to lead to erosion of soil, the 
power under Section 4 can be exercised.
	� Therefore, the specific land which a special 

order under Section 4 of PLPA has been issued 
will have all the trappings of a forest governed 
by the Forest Act, 1927.
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